Minutes – RSU 13 CURRICULUM & TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE 
Monday, March 28, 2016 – 3:30 PM

McLain Building, Rockland    
	Committee
	Committee & Admin. Liaison 
	Committee or Visitors

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Loren Andrews, Chair
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Melora Norman, HS Librarian

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Susan Allen Thomas
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Susan Sell

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Donald Robishaw 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Bruce Johnson, Admin. Liaison
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Jeff Monahan

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Carol Bachofner
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Neal Guyer, Admin.  Liaison 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 

	Time IN: 3:30 PM
	Time OUT:  5:10 PM
	

	Discussion
	Results / Follow Up

	Curriculum:
1. Review of priority curriculum initiatives and budget implications; N. Guyer

· Mid-level mathematics

· Inquiry-based science

· Unified writing program

· Elementary reading pilot for FY 17


	· Unified mathematics program for grades 6-8. Pilot study conducted by mid-level teachers. The study focused on Connected Math Program (CMP3), Go Math, and Eureka (Engage New York). Pilot committee unanimously recommends Go Math, with a budget implication of approximately $44,000 to $50,000. 
· Inquiry based science, grades 6-8. 6th Grade: Earth Science, 7th Grade: Life Science, and  8th Grade: Physical Science. Comprehensive review by RDMS/TGS Transition team with a strong recommendation to adopt. Project cost for full implementation is $21,175, with the TGS winners of the state Verizon graciously donating their $5000 award to help fund this curriculum.  
· Unified writing, grades 6-8: Review and piloting of Calkins Units of Study. This same curriculum was adopted in FY16 for grades K – 5. Estimated cost of teacher materials about $1500 - $2000, with on site training services estimated to be approximately $1300 per day with the hopes to collaborate and share the cost with RSU 40.  
· Pilot literacy program for grades K – 5 for possible adoption in FY 18. Three different programs are being considered: Journeys, Reading Street, and Ready Gen. Materials and supporting orientation/professional development typically provided at no or low cost by publisher. 



	Technology:

2. Review of priority technology initiatives and budget 

Implications; B. Johnson
3. Discuss the alternate strategy of expanding MLTI to include grades 3-4, and reconditioning the white MacBooks for K-2.
4. Discuss and determine membership on the technology of our future task force

	· Tara Maker, Apple Representative on site to answer questions and address concerns. 
· MLTI announced last week that they would be providing an opportunity to refresh a year early. Equipment will be 9.7” iPad Pro for students and teachers will receive 11” MacBooks. iPads come with Classroom Management app, which allows teachers more control of student devices. This software can be used differently for different grade levels. High school level could be more restrictive, but lower grade levels can allow for automations, creating more instructional time.  This refresh is being offered at the current price and allows for 7 years of no cost increase. It is the proposal of Bruce Johnson, IT Director, to refresh now and to include grades 3 & 4 (MLTI previously has been 5 – 12), purchase keyboards for all students grades 6 -12, and purchase chargers for the white MacBooks, so that they may be used at the K -2 level for another school year, costing approximately $65,000. Pete Orne, Business Manager, feels that this is the most cost effective solution for the current elementary K – 4 technology needs. The proposal is also supported by Superintendent McDonald. 
· Technology of our Future Task Force:  RSU 13 will be starting a committee in September to address technology needs going forward. Membership ideas include Board members, parents, community members and teachers. 

 

	5. Other/Adjourn
	· Adjourn 5:10 PM.
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